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EDITORIAL
Once again, this month we cannot help but reflect
on World affairs but hope that the current
hostilities in the Ukraine give way to negotiation
and sensible persuasion; and that the Global
Pandemic is now waning, and life definitely is
starting to come back to near normality.

We also see the power of Freemasonry in action
around the globe, including the donation to the
recent Haiti earthquake, amongst others.

Closer to home, the weather is starting to break
following the recent bout of storms, and that great
luminary in the sky is starting to make a regular
appearance – a great relief for those that are
starting to bring their gardens back to life from
their winter break, and for those that are getting
out and about walking, cycling and motorbiking!

This month’s edition has some great stories,
traditions and even a surprising love element to
keep us all entertained and informed - please keep
them coming in! The deadlines for each edition can
be found at the back.

Sit back, kick off those winter blues and enjoy!
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WhosE hat is that?
Fascinating, bizarre and unusual Lodge traditions
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One of the joys of Freemasonry is visiting other lodges
and witnessing some fascinating or even bizarre
elements that reflect the lodge’s specific interests. Some
such as those with military or regional characteristics
perhaps have rituals that might not be unexpected but
others may be obscure to those ‘not in the know’.

Take Permanent Way Lodge no. 9951 – one of the
newest in the Province. At its meetings, the Master enters
the lodge wearing an unusually tall top hat and, after
some railway-related exchanges, the hat is reverently
placed on a reserved seat (‘permanent way’ incidentally,
referring to the track and formation of a railway line, as
this is a railway lodge).

So, whose hat is it? A clue might be taken from the hat’s
maker – Locks – the firm that happened to make one of
history’s most distinctive ‘stovepipe’ top hats: that worn
by Isambard Kingdom Brunel.

Brunel of course, was ‘one of the most
ingenious and prolific figures in
engineering history’ of the Victorian age
who went on to create the Great Western
Railway; steamships (including the first
propeller-driven transatlantic vessel);
bridges, tunnels and many other
pioneering engineering and civil
engineering firsts. He was short in stature,
his extra-tall hat (in fact a popular style of
the age) giving the great man greater
public prominence.

It is perhaps the Great Western Railway – with its broad 7ft. 0.25in. gauge carrying the fastest
trains in the world – with which he is most associated.

Brunel was a Freemason, initiated into a lodge of the Grand Orient in France by his French
father Marc. He was later accepted into English Freemasonry after the family moved to
England.

WBro David Shrimpton,
Master of Permanent Way Lodge
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Many of Brunel’s colleagues were Freemasons also, in particular Daniel (later Sir Daniel)
Gooch, Brunel’s talented locomotive engineer. Gooch became a prominent Freemason, going
on to become Deputy Provincial Grand Master of Wiltshire and Provincial Grand Master for
both Berkshire and Buckinghamshire. Gooch was a petitioner for Gooch Lodge no. 1295 in
Swindon (which still exists) and, interestingly, production of a Summons would entitle the
Brother to discounted train travel.

Hence, this splendid hat is recognition of the part that Brunel and his close friend, colleague
and Brother, played in developing Freemasonry along the route of the Great Western
Railway and particularly in Swindon, which became the engineering centre of the GWR.
Gooch was for two years Master of Royal Sussex Lodge of Emulation no. 355, which met on
the first floor of Swindon railway station, drawing many of its members from Swindon works
(and entitling the Brethren to privilege travel rates).

WBro David Shrimpton can often be found working on steam locomotives at the Toddington
workshops of the Gloucestershire Warwickshire Steam Railway, including the oldest operational
former Great Western Railway locomotive, no. 2807, designed by G J Churchward (also a
Freemason) and built in 1905. It is currently being overhauled at Toddington.

If any qualified
Freemason would
like to attend and see
the Irish Constitution
Installation ritual at
Kings Heath, contact
the Lodge of
Glistening Star No
322 (IC) through their
Facebook page.

GLITTERING STAR
A date for your diary to witness the proceedings of Irish Masonry!
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On 14th December 2021, Hagley and Holy Wells
Lodge held their annual Ladies Night, but
unknown to the assembled guests there was a
surprise in store. The WMWBro David Clark (63)
had plans which would make this a very special
night for Julie, the lady in his life.

David and Julie met in The Red Lion,
Bromsgrove, in December
2008. David was drinking at
the bar and Julie having
returned from a concert, sat
by him and they soon struck
up a lively chat. They had
initially been ‘warned off’
each other by Julie’s
daughter Natalie, because
David had a reputation as a
‘ladies-man’, but they found
they had many shared
interests like reading,
walking, eating-out, theatre,
music, dancing, holidays and
travel.

Julie explained “We had both been single for
about 2 years and found that we had so many
common interests, our record collections are
almost identical and we both enjoy soul and
blues music, so initially we began pursuing
these interests together, our relationship
blossomed from there.

Having both been previously divorced, they
were understandably cautious at first so began
living together 8 years ago, because Julie had
declared that she “would never get married
again”.

Unperturbed, David explained that he “always
had a mind to marriage" and talked about it
often, even asking Julie’s opinion immediately
before the Ladies Night itself, "She had no clue I
was actually going to propose that night".

When David rose to respond to his toast, he
finished by thanking Julie for her help over the
last few years and presented her with a
bouquet of flowers saying “will you marry
me?”.

Julie says: “I was pretty gobsmacked and my
daughter Natalie screamed in delight”.

“I just nodded in acceptance as I
couldn’t get my breath back”.

“The room erupted and we
were presented with a bottle of
champagne”.

David & Julie like to do things in
their own unique way, and the
date was picked by Julie’s
grandson after all potential
dates were put in a teapot, and
drawn on the stroke of
midnight, New Year’s Eve.

The date was drawn as 17th
September 2022 and will be held at the Limes
Country Lodge Hotel in Earlswood.

Continuing the theme of originality, instead of
a best man, David’s grandsons Jack &
Sebastian (both 8) will be ring bearers, whilst
Julie’s grandchildren, Grace (2) & Daniel (4) will
accompany her.

David & Julie plan to honeymoon in Costa Rica,
but this will wait till next year. In the meantime
they plan to visit their caravan in Watchet,
Somerset.

The love and best wishes of The PGM, Rulers
and The Communications Team for a long,
happy and fulfilling marriage go to them both.

A Love Story
I’ll second that proposal!!

Ed Kimpton



STOURPORT
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On Monday 7th February, Stourport Craft Lodges came together to celebrate Her Majesty The
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. Mitton Lodge’s regular meeting was the closest to the Jubilee, being
just the day after.

Invitations were sent to all the lodges and we were delighted with the response. We also asked
that a representative from each lodge take the position of an officer for the evening.

The Stourport lodges present were, Vernon Lodge No 560, Severn Lodge No 5583, Mitton
Lodge No 6904, Ribbesford Lodge No 7696 and Wyre Forest Lodge No 8653.

We were also grateful to the other Worcestershire lodges for joining the meeting, including our
hugely supportive Provincial Representative, whose mother lodge is the Lodge of St Michael
No. 1097.

Having previously enjoyed a talk on HMS Britannia, we asked David Rushforth if he would
prepare a special address on Her Majesty The Queen’s reign.

After welcoming everyone and having requested that our lodge representatives take their
officer positions, we opened and conducted our normal business, which sadly included a
eulogy to an outstanding Mason recently called to the Grand Lodge above.
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We then “Called Off”, something some Brethren with over 40 years in the Craft had never
experienced. We organised a photograph with each WM wearing their own lodge’s collar and
then enjoyed some light refreshments whilst the room was prepared for the presentation.

David’s address was truly amazing, picking up on many interesting points on Her Majesty The
Queen’s early life and reign. It was delivered at a good pace keeping us all enthralled with
nuggets of additional information, gained from personal experience. We hoped it would be
good and we were definitely not disappointed.

After this address, we “Called Back On” and concluded our business for the evening.

As you might expect, the Festive Board was a joyous affair with plenty of delicious food, wine,
hearty singing, great speeches and respectful toasts.

We all retired elated, declaring that “we must try to do this again”.

Henry Catherwood
Worshipful Master - Mitton Lodge No. 6904

7th March Billingsgate Trip

9th March UGLE Quarterly Communication

19th March Glittering Star Installation - Kings Heath

30th March Initiates Dinner - Rainbow Hill, Worcester

9th April Provincial Grand Chapter

27th April UGLE Investitures

14th May Provinicial Grand Lodge Meeting

24th May Beyond the Craft Fayre

8th June UGLE Quarterly Communication

14th September UGLE Quarterly Communication

15th October Worcestershire Installed Masters Installation

4th December PGL Carol Service - Pershore

14th December UGLE Quarterly Communication



Hundreds of families badly affected by the
recent earthquake in Haiti will be able to
recover from the tragedy and access
clean, safe drinking water thanks to a
grant of £25,000 from Worcestershire
Freemasons and other Provinces to the
Red Cross.

Following the earthquake, at least
650,000 people across Haiti are in need
of emergency humanitarian assistance.
The structural devastation has been
enormous, especially in the cities of
Jérémie and Les Cayes on the southern
peninsula of the country, where around
53,000 homes have been destroyed and
a further 77,000 damaged, along with severe damage to major infrastructure like roads and
bridges. Extensive damage to health facilities and worsening access to safe water and sanitation
from mudslides and flooding has exacerbated the crisis.

Freemasonry, through the United Grand Lodge of England (UGLE) and Masonic Charitable
Foundation (MCF), is responding to the emergency by providing support to the Red Cross
Movement’s work such as distributing relief goods, ensuring good water, sanitation and hygiene
to prevent the outbreak of diseases as well as providing access to healthcare to those most in
need.

The earthquake was centred 12km northeast of the town of Saint-Louis du Sud. Registering a
magnitude of 7.2. Tremors were felt hundreds of kilometres away in Jamaica and Cuba. It is the
strongest earthquake to hit the country since 2010, when a 7.0 magnitude earthquake devastated
the capital city of Port-au-Prince, and the third major earthquake to hit the country in the past
decade.

Alongside improving access to clean water, the Red Cross has reached over 40,000 people with
blankets, tarpaulins, kitchen kits and hygiene kits to provide essential shelter and hygiene
support.

Worcestershire Freemasons contributed to the grant, from the Masonic Charitable Foundation,
which is funded by Freemasons, their families and friends, from across England and Wales.

08

WORCESTERSHIRE FREEMASONS
SUPPORT HAITI
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MALVERN HILLS LODGE
2022 Ladies Festival
Saturday 25th June 5.30pm
at the Abbey Hotel, Malvern

Featuring the Swing Band
“The Gershwin Gang”

£68 per person

(Payment can be made in instalments)
Deposit of £20 per person by March 2022

CONTACT
WBro Matthew Fearnley
fearnleyclan@gmail.com

mailto:fearnleyclan@gmail.com
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What does ritual do to change a man? Is it any use in the real
world? Surely, it’s old stuff so there’s nothing new or modern we
can learn from it? They may seem funny questions. Surely, you
may say, it’s just an anarchic thing that we do in our lodge, but
has no “real life” relevance. I hope to help you to dispel those
thoughts.

Firstly, masonry ritual imposes regularity and order. All lodges,
worldwide, have the same core. Yes, maybe they conduct Taylor’s
ritual instead of Emulation, but they do the same every time.

Rituals create order in life as well as in lodge. How many times in your home, work and life situation have
you had to do the same task? Is your “ritual” worked out in advance, like the apprenticed tradesmen of
old? Each job in the correct order, each next stage prepared for and then forgotten to allow full
concentration on the task at hand. Can you imagine performing your part in an Initiation while thinking
of the Third Degree ceremony! Rituals allow us to work unconsciously and concentrate on the finer points
of our craft.

“But surely”, I can hear you say, “the lodge ritual is different, it’s acting and I’m not an actor”. Very true! If
you only look at it from the “what you have to do” perspective rather than the “what does it do for me”
perspective. You see, some may say I’m a generous man, and, I suppose I am, as most of us are. But I am
very selfish when it comes to my time. I realised my life was TIME, that’s all I had. When my time runs out
- guess what ! So I became more selfish about my time and started to see what was happening in my
world that was either giving me time or stealing time. I looked very carefully at the time I was “using up”
to learn ritual and found, to my astonishment, that it all 100% benefitted me. Nobody else. Not my lodge,
my family, my friends, none of them…only me.

How is that? I was taking myself to a quiet room, or space, or car and running though the words. While I
was doing this I completely disconnected from the “real world”. It was hard at times, but I was learning to
dissociate from the stresses and strains of life, to become more objective, more detached. I had, even if
only for a short period exercised self-discipline, one of the absolute key ingredients to success in life.

Did I get the ritual wrong at times? Of course I did, I’m not a trained actor am I. But I didn’t beat myself up
about it. I made a commitment to make it better next time and went and enjoyed the festive board. If
someone tried to tell me that I was wrong I realised that this was a character flaw in them, not me. Mostly
a pat on the back or a man hug was what was received. I had learnt that the ONLY opinion that matters
in life is your own.

Don’t get me wrong, I did some pretty good ritual too. Even then I learnt a valuable life lesson. I
remember doing, if I may say so, a particularly good Second Degree Tracing Board and patting myself on
the back. The very next meeting I’m doing it again. Instead of treating it as a new task, I slid the old one
over by a month. Come the hour and the delivery was excellent, inside my brain the inner voice was

RITUALWHY
ME?

WBro Phil Hannah
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already congratulating myself, then I froze!!! Totally unable to speak any of the words of the last
paragraph!! The prompter, who had put his book away, rushed to read the words to me. Most
embarrassing moment, absolutely! My response was to understand that “pride comes before a fall”. I’d
puffed myself up so much from my previous success that I failed to prepare properly. Did I die of shame,
was I thrown out of the lodge. Of course not, the brethren patted my shoulder on the way to the great
lodge wash-through “the festive board”. Another lesson learnt, “What’s the worst that can happen?” , now
go fix it - I mean get it right. The actual words. Not my or your interpretation of what I, or you, think it
should say. Not the “corrected text” to modern English, but the actual words. The blue book, and any
lodge traditions incorporated, is the way it should be done. It is the standard that we aim for. We don’t
lower the standard because it’s a bit hard this month. We rise to the challenge, allocate more time, make
more effort and get it right! If, on the night, we fall short then we know what we need to do for next time.

Another life lesson learned! Work to get to the required standard. Remember, you are doing this on your
own. Lodge of Instruction may help but it won’t help at all if you haven’t put in the effort.

At the end of all of this lonely hard work who benefits? Yes, you! You get the feeling of a challenge being
met and conquered. Yes, you could have made excuses, yes, you could have made an excuse and missed
lodge.

A word about that horrible little person inside your brain who will break out if you let him. I call him my
“critical self”. You know, the small voice in your head that says “You idiot, you screwed that up” “ You’ll
never be able to do the Master’s work if you can’t even say “The lodge is probably tyled” (Yeah, another
one of my masterpieces). I have learned over many year to shut the idiot up. It has translated into my life
and my work. I never, ever criticise myself. Life lesson number no idea: there are enough people out
there who will criticise you for free!

So please when looking at your ritual, can I ask you to do it with a selfish eye. Ask yourself what am I
getting from this small giving? I would say enjoy it - but I don’t and I don’t think you will. It’s hard work
stealing time for yourself. But the feeling of satisfaction when it goes well is like a fine wine.

WBro Phil Hannah

A Sunday lunch at La Brasserie, Kidderminster on 13th
February gave members and guests of Chaddesley Corbett
Lodge and Bromsgrove Chapter, an opportunity to give their
loved ones an early St Valentines Day gift.

Nigel Evans WM and MEZ thanked the organisers Allan
Bretherton and Don Grant, for raising £150 from the raffle
for the Festival 2022 Appeal.

Valentines day
Fundraiser

Jonathan Swift
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The Provincial Grand Master’s
NEWMEMBERS DINNER

OnWednesday 30th March 2022
AtWorcester Masonic Centre, Rainbow Hill, Worcester WR3 8LX

2 Course Dinner Menu

Creamy Herb Chicken with vegetables - Warm Chocolate Brownie
●

Vegetarian/Vegan- alternative
●

Goats Cheese / Vegetable Tart - Vegan Chocolate Brownie
●

Tea and Coffee

The cost of the evening will be £18 per person.
A pay bar will also be open.

Smart Casual Dress.

There is ample free car parking at Worcester Masonic Centre.

7.00pm - A short talk relevant to all new Freemasons.

8.00pm - Dinner will be served hosted, by RWBro Robert Christopher 
Vaughan, The Provincial Grand Master of Worcestershire.

6.30pm - Arrival to look around the brilliant Masonic Library & Museum

A superb annual event for all new Freemasons.
Please bring your wives and partners so that they
can understand more about Freemasonry.

If you would like to attend please click HERE for the flyer and the booking form

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact W.Bro. Chris Overall,
Provincial Grand Mentor, on 07816 298590 or at Mentor@worcestershirepgl.org.uk

https://www.worcestershirefreemasons.com/post/new-initiates-dinner
mailto:Mentor@worcestershirepgl.org.uk


13

Hear the Provincial Voices
Provincial Lecture Competition 2022

Renowned Worcestershire Mason and Provincial Orator Kerry Parkes, is the force behind
this year’s Provincial Lecture Competition. The 2022 Competition dates and locations are
of course:

For those that wish to simply attend, then the sessions at either Stourport or Redditch
are the best choices. For those that wish to don regalia and make a night of it, then they
are particularly welcome to attend the Wythall Lodge session at Kings Heath. More
importantly, regardless of location, a warm welcome to a simply fascinating and
convivial evening will be extended to all who turn up.

The Provincial Lecture Competition is a key part of the Annual Calendar, as it
showcases the very best of the province. This applies not only to the excellent
presenters, but also to the topics and subject matter covered. Each evening has around
three to four topics presented as a 20-minute precis.

Many lodges have also taken advantage of the content of previous competitions. They
have invited one of the presenters to give the lodge brethren, the opportunity to digest
the extensive subject matter material over a longer time slot. These meetings have
proved to be particularly popular and well attended. A list of talks is available on the
Orators page on the Provincial web-site.

14th April Stourport Masonic Hall 7pm

20th April Redditch Masonic Hall 7pm

21st April Wythall Lodge, Kings Heath Freemasons Hall 6:45pm

(Hosted as part of the regular meeting, Wythall invitations via mkeepax@yahoo.co.uk)

mailto:mkeepax@yahoo.co.uk


Beyond the Craft
Date Change
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Now in its seventh year, the competition has seen many worthy winners of the much-
coveted Lecture Trophy. This fine cup is presented with some ceremony by the PGM at the
Installed Masters Lodge meeting in May. Indeed, the participation in the competition has
spurred many of the participants to go on to subsequently make some wonderful
contributions to the knowledge, skills, and capabilities of the province.

New for 2022 is that the competition is split into two categories. The first category being
focused at widening knowledge before the Chair and the second category targeted at
learnings beyond the Chair. More crucially, this approach follows the thoughts and
recommendations of Grand Lodge.

The real premise for the Lecture Competition is that of drawing speakers from all levels
within the province. No rank pulling here. Every Brother will have equal chance to shine. It
is all about the relevance of the lecture material and the passion for sharing masonic
insight, as opposed to demonstrating deep knowledge of dull or little-known “ancient
cobweb covered” facts.

A final word from our Provincial Orator and Competition Host Kerry Parkes. Kerry is keen
to continue the founding thoughts from the first Orator, the late Jeremy Mallin. That of
making a genuine advancement of masonic learning in a convivial atmosphere. To also
promote friendship and offer insights, that spurs everyone in the province with a passion
for masonry. Kerry looks forward to you joining him and the speakers on any of the nights.
Don’t forget you are welcome to attend all three!

MarkKeepax

Brethren, please note that the date for the holding of "Beyond the Craft" Fayre is now set
for 24th May 2022 at Kings Heath Masonic Hall.

Further details will be made available nearer the time, but we will be having
representations from at least the following clubs, societies and associated Freemasons'
organisations:

Caravan Club Cubit Club

Fishing Club Golf Society

Library & Museum Motoring Club

Widows Sons



At the conclusion of their meeting on Tuesday 1st February 2022, members of Unity
Lodge presented a cheque to the value of £2,200 to the Provincial Grand Master Robert
C Vaughan who received it on behalf of Festival 2022.

The money was raised by contributions and sponsorship from the Zip-Wire challenge on
30th September last year.

The same challenge also raised £3,200 for the Oncology Centre at Worcester Royal
Hospital and which had been given to the Charity in January.

The final cheque presented to our PGM made a grand total of £5,400, donated to
charities from Unity Lodge from the contributions and sponsorship from the zip-wire

Unity LodgeNo.5812
Festival 2022 presentation

Terry Roberts
Charity and Festival 2022 Steward

A
round

theL
odges
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Shown in the photograph are:
The Provincial Grand Master Robert C Vaughan, surrounded by (L to R) Bro Terry Roberts (Charity Steward),
WBro Paul Sampson, Bro John Rawson, Bro Patrick Lee and Bro Mike Best (Treasurer).



16

BroJohnFennell

January saw the second of our quarterly
curry nights - which was held this time at
Flavours in Bromsgrove. There was an
amazing turnout of thirty, with more than
double the amount of brethren attending
compared to our first in Evesham. Along
with the excellent food and surroundings,
there was great conversation and fun. We
also had a sprinkling of new initiates which
was exciting to see.

The curry event will be moving on to
Kidderminster in April. We look forward to
seeing you all there. Keep an eye out on
our social media for further details!

Curry Night &
Class of Instruction

WBro Simon Rogers brought his Class of Instruction (COI) to Evesham in January and I am
pleased to say they are going from strength to strength - with numbers increasing at each
event. There was a large turnout at Evesham Masonic Hall who were treated to some excellent
ritual, preceded by a Q&A session.

The next COI will be held at Kings Heath Masonic Hall in March.
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BroJohnFennell

HALL AMBASSADORS

I am extremely pleased to announce the appointment of yet another two Cubit Club
Ambassadors: WBro John Walker and Bro Adam Lewis.

WBro Walker, who is a member of Halas Abbey Lodge No. 5407 will be the new Ambassador
for Halesowen Masonic Hall. He brings with him a wealth of Masonic experience and is
extremely keen to promote the Cubit Club within Halesowen.

Bro Adam Lewis is a member of Sabrina Lodge No. 6595 lodge and will be the Ambassador
for Worcester Masonic Hall. You may know Adam as the Deputy Editor of the Worcestershire
Source. If you have any questions in reference to the Cubit Club, these brethren will be very
happy to assist. I am sure you will join me in wishing them every success.

DO YOU THINK YOU COULD BE A CUBIT CLUB HALL AMBASSADOR? I AM STILL
LOOKING FOR BRETHREN TO BECOME HALL AMBASSADORS IN SEVERAL HALLS.
IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE WHAT IT TAKES PLEASE CONTACT ME:

John Fennell - jjfennell01@icloud.com

John Walker Adam Lewis
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The Annual Convocation is scheduled to take place in the
Avon Suite at Birmingham University on Saturday 9th
April.

This year will see the retirement of E. Comp. A. John
Yeates, PAGSoj, 2nd Provincial Grand Principal.

E. Comp. John has been a dedicated servant to the Order
having held the Office of both Third and Second
Provincial Grand Principal and a great deal of debt is
owed to him.

His place is to be taken by E. Comp. Tim.
M. L. Jones, PGStB, Prov. DC who will be
Invested and Installed at the
Convocation. His place as Provincial DC
is to be filled by E. Comp. Alan C. Bolton,
Prov. DGDC.

Congratulations are of course due to all
those who are to receive Acting, First
and Promotion Appointments at the
Convocation.

The Executive Team and Acting
Provincial Officers continue to provide
their support for Chapter Installations
and Exaltations.

Ian Fothergill
Provincial Grand Chapter
Communications Officer

Annual Convocation



All profit from the lottery goes to the West Midlands Air Ambulance, Acorns Childrens’
Hospice, and to the 2022 Charity supporting many different worthy causes across

Worcestershire. Download an application form here.

Last month’s winners

J A Dayer of Wyche Lodge, No. 3638

I D Liversage of Elgar Lodge, No. 9254

M D Somauroo of Royal Standard Lodge, No. 498

W A B Sherlock of Remembrance Lodge, No. 8323

W F G Tucker of Elgar Lodge, No. 9254

P L Wong of Northfield Lodge, No. 5056

https://uploads.strikinglycdn.com/files/a33c9772-57f5-49c8-8d4a-af9fd717a949/Leaflet%202019.pdf


#

Iain Sharratt

The opinions herein are those of the authors or persons interviewed only and do not reflect the views of
the United Grand Lodge of England, or the Province of Worcestershire
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