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EDITORIAL
We draw this year to a close, and perhaps some
say with grateful thanks. But we must look forward
to what a new year brings, and with hope that we
have started on the return to full enjoyment and
activity. Omicron may be getting in the way, but
lets pray it’s just a blip.

That aside, as many Lodges start to hold their last
meetings of the year, tucking into, I suspect many
a turkey feast - festivities are really underway.
Which started with the traditional carol service at
Pershore Abbey, and the time-honoured, amusing
and moving sermon from our Provincial Grand
Chaplain Justin Parker.

We needed to delay the publication of this edition
to mid-December, so we could include as many
festive articles as possible and some other
significant events, and hope you enjoy all those
that are in this bumper issue. We will take a small
break and resume with the next edition at the start
of February, catching up on all the new year
enjoyment!

In this edition, we hear from our rulers about
upcoming activities; report on the big surprise that
awaited our PGM; the usual round up from the
Lodges and some exciting news from our Library
and Museum.

So get your stockings hanging on the fireplace,
finish the Christmas shopping and relax over the
Christmas holidays – not forgetting to take your
time to contact those friends and relatives (safely
of course) that you always said “perhaps I’ll visit
tomorrow”!

On behalf of myself and the Editorial team, may we
wish all our readers a very merry Christmas, a
happy and safe New Year, and see you in February!
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Receiving a 50-year certificate and the congratulations and ceremony that surrounds such
an occasion is pretty special – marking as it does a ‘lifetime’ of service to Freemasonry. It’s
something that many of us aspire to but was, perhaps, the last thing on our mind as each
of us went through our initiation.

A particularly notable 50th Anniversary was marked at Kings Heath on Wednesday 17th
November. And the peculiar thing is, that despite a large and celebratory gathering of
many of Freemasonry’s finest, the Brother enjoying the moment did not actually receive a
certificate from the Provincial Grand Master. That’s because the would-be recipient was
none other than the RW Bro Robert (Bob) Vaughan PGM himself!

“It was a pretty extraordinary day,” Bob
commented afterwards. “The plan was that
RWBro Geoffrey Dearing, President of the Board
of General Purposes, would lead the event and
we had a room full of around 130 people
including a few present and past PGMs. It was a
truly remarkable gathering.

“Stephen Wyer, Deputy PGM was in the Chair
while Pete Broughton was acting as Director of
Ceremonies. All of a sudden Pete said he had to
retire from the Lodge for a few minutes and
asked to be excused - I thought there was
perhaps some family issue he needed to attend
to. Then he returned and asked PGMs to retire
and it sunk in that ‘something’s up!’.

PGM 50th
“A Certificate not Presented”
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“My expression of astonishment when none other than the Pro Grand Master, Peter Lowndes,
processed into the Lodge must have been worth a photograph that wasn’t taken! I had
absolutely no idea!

“I may not have received a certificate but I was handed a very nice letter of appreciation from
Peter Lowndes who said some very complimentary things during what, without doubt, rates
as top of the many highlights of my Masonic career.

“Maybe I should produce my own certificate!” he muses.
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Moment Of Reflection

Bob was initiated into The Lodge of St. George No. 5691 on 17th
November 1971: “50 years previously, almost to the minute!” he
observes.

During the ceremony, there was a striking reminder of Bob’s own
initiation as he stood shoulder-to-shoulder with a young entered
apprentice, Bro Matthew Archer, while the Charge was beautifully
delivered by Barry Griffin of Forge Mill Lodge.

Bob recalls, “I was initiated by my father-in-law while my father was also
present on that occasion. It was in fact, the only occasion when I and my

father were both in the same meeting because sadly, he passed to the Grand Lodge Above soon after. An
initiation is very special for every Brother and for many different reasons, but this was an occasion that remains
very fresh in my memory and brought very powerfully back to me 50 years later.”

Bob admits – like most Brethren – to disorientation and being highly impressed as the hoodwink was
removed, especially by his father-in-law who, he notes, “was a very good ritualist.

“The Lodge of St George was – and is – a fine Lodge and looking back, not much has changed. The room is
exactly as it was all those years ago and being in such familiar surroundings, I had a real sense of being
transported back to that life-changing day.”

He adds that he never told his wife Stephenie what the time commitment of becoming a Freemason might be
– but says his father-in-law probably mentioned the ‘little white lie’ that there were ‘only four or five meetings
per year’. Probably just as well she didn’t believe him … and Bob is vehement in his appreciation for all the
love and support she strengthened him with over the years.

Bob first went through the Chair of his Mother Lodge in 1982. One thing he remembers with amusement was
his Ladies’ Evening on New Year’s Eve. “My young sons came for the evening for dinner and kindly, the Kings
Heath caretaker, Mrs Ashfield, put them up in her flat. We collected them the next morning!”

His introduction to an active Provincial role was when the then Provincial Grand Master, Edward (Ted) Hanson,
who attended a Lodge of Instruction Festival in 1984 and invited him to be involved with the creation of
Provincial Grand Stewards Lodge.

“My first appearance on the stage of the Annual Meeting at the University was to unveil the portrait of the
Provincial Grand Master together with Raymond Rooke. Then in 1986 I was appointed Provincial Junior Grand
Warden and eventually to have the great privilege of being where I am today.”

Bob reflects that over the years he has made countless friends especially in Worcestershire but of course
throughout English Freemasonry. Most recently he has been appointed Chairman of Trustees of the Museum
at Grand Lodge in London.

No doubt every Brother reading this would like to join the Communications Team in offering Bob sincere
congratulations on this anniversary.

(Ian Crowder interviewed the PGM)



Stourport traditionally hold their annual "Three Kings Parade", where
they parade around the town before the Christmas lights are switched
on. This year, they were switched on by a trio of the Stourport Carnival
Queen, the legend that is TV personality Bob Warman, and Santa. Why
featured here? Well you may be able to spot who Santa is (as he's also
featured in another article in this month's Source, albeit with a very
different coloured beard!)

Santa then went into the Grotto to complete the usual job of asking
what children wanted for Christmas - and providing a fantastic start to
the festive period for them.
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STOURPORT

THREE KINGS
COME TO



Stourbridge

Sunday 14th November saw many Freemasons
attending the various Remembrance Parades
across the Province, such as Kings Heath,
Redditch, Stourbridge, Tenbury Wells, Droitwich
and many more - remembering those who gave
their lives for our freedom.

You can also see a video to show how the
Freemasons of this Province have been taking
part and supporting the British Legion. https://
youtu.be/_8wAzIXyRD8
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Tenbury Wells

Redditch

“They shall grow not old, as we
that are left grow old:

Age shall not weary them, nor
the years condemn.

At the going down of the sun and
in the morning,

We will remember them."

https://youtu.be/_8wAzIXyRD8
https://youtu.be/_8wAzIXyRD8
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Now that physical meetings are restarting and
the cycle of the Masonic year is returning to
something like normality, the Learning and
Development team is starting to work on ways
in which we can continue to support all
brethren, but particularly our newer members,
to learn more about and derive more
satisfaction from their membership.

We are planning to hold another of our 21st
Century lodge demonstrations early in the New
Year, to showcase how meetings can be
streamlined to deal with some of the less
interesting administration in as efficient
manner as possible - leaving more time for our
main ceremonies and Festive Boards.

There will also be a “Beyond the Craft Fayre” to
be held at Kings Heath Centre on Tuesday 22nd March to showcase some of the other
Orders in Freemasonry, so that members can widen their experience and understanding.
There will also be an opportunity at that event to meet some of the members of the many
Clubs and Societies which we have in the Province, ranging from Golf to Clay Pigeon
shooting, motorbiking and Classic cars. So please save the date.

Finally do keep checking out the Solomon website for new and interesting papers and
articles on Freemasonry - especially the 5 minute nuggets which can be used at Lodge
meetings as a focal point to encourage interest in various aspects of our Order without
taking up too much valuable time.

I do wish you all a very Happy Christmas with your families and look forward to seeing many
of you in the New Year.

VWBro Stephen J Wyer, DPGM
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It’s busy times for the Membership Team. In September, UGLE started a Digital
Marketing campaign on Facebook with the emphasis on recruitment.

The response and results have been fantastic as Worcestershire has received 85
enquiries from men wanting to join a lodge since the campaign started. This is triple
what we would normally expect. Every enquiry is screened, information packs sent out
and they are invited to attend a zoom presentation explaining what Freemasonry is all
about.

The pandemic has affected all Lodges and
therefore planning for the future has never been
more important. Several Lodges asked for guidance
in putting together a lodge plan and therefore all
lodge secretaries will have now received a copy of
the Worcestershire ‘5 Year Strategic Planning Kit for
Lodges’.

Your secretary should have forwarded a copy to all
members of your lodge so that everyone can
become involved in the future of your lodge. The
‘Kit’ looks at:

Your lodge now, Succession and Progression,
Communication, Membership, Mentoring, Social
events and Community/local charities.

We have included templates to help your lodge to
put together a Lodge Profile, Lodge officer
progression plan and a social calendar. A pdf of the
Planning Kit is in this Source edition, follow the link.

The suggestions in the planning kit are a good introduction into the updated Pathway
which is been rolled out in January. The Pathway, since it’s launch over 5 years ago has
been a brilliant way for Lodges to find and prepare candidates, also to keep members
engaged through their masonic journeys. Using 5 years of feedback the updated
version is even better and simpler to follow.

Brethren remember we are a membership organisation. Finding candidates is not
‘someone else’s job’ and keeping our current members interested in Freemasonry is
one of the most important challenges we must all address. Using the 5 year Strategic
Planning Kit for Lodges and the Revised Pathway presentations will help all Lodges to
become stronger in 2022.

Wishing all Worcestershire Freemasons and their Families a Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year.

WBro Michael Dykes, JGD AsstPGM

MEMBERSHIP TEAM

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1c8DYTD__0vaRye7Y6ssHmRMbHH3v8vV7/view?usp=sharing
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Twinning is the term we use when two Lodges agree to work together for mutual benefit. It is an
opportunity to make new friends, increase attendance and share our joint experiences.

So how does Twinning work? The first thing to say is it doesn’t have to be ‘one-size fits all’. A
twinning program can be tailored to suit individual Lodges, with options ranging from simple
inter-visiting, to stand-in Officers, shared festive boards and joint social events.

In the short term, it can buy time until you find new candidates or while newer Brethren
progress, and beyond that often forges long-
standing friendships in the combined Brethren
of both Lodges.

If your lodge is already working with another,
please get in touch and let me know how it’s
going. Or if this is new to your lodge and you
would like to know more, send an email to Paul
Wong, who manages the Provincial Twinning
Scheme and will be happy to help. Paul’s email
address is paulw5056@live.co.uk.

In the meantime, I wish you and your families a
Merry Christmas and will look forward to seeing
as many as possible in the New Year.

Could Twinning Be Good For Your Lodge?

John Crowther
Assistant Provincial Grand Master
JHC@worcestershirepgl.org.uk

mailto:paulw5056@live.co.uk
mailto:JHC@worcestershirepgl.org.uk
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LODGE PLANNING

Brethren,

VWBro Stephen Wyer gave an excellent presentation of the Provincial 5 Year Plan
which is being used by the Province to ensure that the Province looks ahead and
plans for the future. All Lodges need to do the same, we all need to be up to date
and relevant to the modern world.

Several Lodges have asked for a Lodge version of the 5 Year Plan. We have
therefore put together this document to help all Lodges, large or small to look at
themselves and to look to the future so that they can understand why they are here
and also why members should continue with their membership or why a candidate
would want to join the lodge.

Following these easy steps you will be able to put together a Lodge plan and use it
in conjunction with the revised Pathway Initiative so that your Lodge will be ready to
find, accept and inspire candidates and members through their journey in
Freemasonry.

If you need any help or assistance please contact the Membership Team who will be
happy to help,

Yours Sincerely and Fraternally,

Mike

WBro Michael Dykes, JGD AsstPGM

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1c8DYTD__0vaRye7Y6ssHmRMbHH3v8vV7/view?usp=sharing
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DUTY
CALLS

Stories from
behind the
Apron

Freemasonry is unique, uniting brethren from
all walks of life under the common principles of
Integrity, Friendship, Respect & Charity. Within
our number there are brethren whose life
outside of Freemasonry is particularly eminent
and worthy of note.

Dormer Lodge recently hosted a talk about the
Victoria Cross, when WBro Mark Smith told
stories of abject bravery, valour, self-sacrifice
and extreme devotion to duty; it was therefore
apt that following the festive board I made the
acquaintance of ‘Dr Bob’, or to give him his full
salutation: Bro Wing Commander Dr Bob
Tipping.

In his Masonic Life Bob is SW of Arter Lodge
No. 2654. Outside, Bob is married and enjoys
life at their smallholding in Wales, where they
have 15 sheep and a couple of horses. Bob
helps his wife look after things, in particular
undertaking ‘Macro DIY projects’. Professionally
Bob is very much at the “sharp-end” as a
consultant anaesthetist in the RAF, working in
Birmingham, having joined the military in 1997
whilst at medical school.

He is also seconded to The Emergency Medical
Retrieval and Transfer Service (EMRTS) covering
Wales & The Welsh Borders since 2015, having
started his HEMS work in with The Air
Ambulance Service (TAAS) in the Midlands in
2007.

How does The Helicopter Emergency
Service (HEMS) differ from The Air
Ambulance?

Most people’s perception is that HEMS is the
same as the Air Ambulance, but HEMS is a

specific subset of air ambulance operations.

HEMS is effectively a blue light ambulance
responding to emergencies which present an
immediate threat to life & limb. In essence,
moving a patient who is NOT in a place of
safety, to one that is, whilst also being able to
provide extra intervention if needed.

Aside from the Pilot, there would typically be
two clinicians of some sort i.e. two paramedics,
or a paramedic and a doctor (usually
anaesthesia or emergency medicine but some
doctors are pure intensive care or General
Practice). They are equipped to perform
medical and surgical interventions, including
Thoracotomy, Amputation, Reset broken/
dislocated bones, Anaesthesia and Wound
management.

HEMS is also used when there is an Escalation
of care which cannot be met at the current
location, eg time-critical transfers of patients to
specialist centres. Certain drugs, anaesthesia
and advanced surgical interventions can only
be provided by a Dr and not a paramedic.

The CAA provide greater exemptions for HEMS
operations compared with Air Ambulance
operations. HEMS can fly anywhere and land
where needed, as long as there is space to do
so safely. The landing site is surveyed from the
air before we land.

In comparison, pure Air Ambulance is a
different capability, transferring a patient who is
already in a place of safety, to another place of
safety, it must fly to a pre-surveyed site such as
a helipad or allotted field.
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How would you compare your Military and
Civilian occupation?

They are not too different, other than the fact
that with HEMS, someone isn’t generally trying
to kill you whilst you are attending to a patient!

What incidents do you typically attend?

They are many and varied, but often involve
motorcyclists, horse riders, cyclists, walkers,
climbers, hang-gliders and accidents in rural
parts of the country. Exercise can be a
dangerous pastime.

How do you prepare yourself for such
incidents?

The trauma desk interrogates the initial
response to decide whether to send an aircraft
or not, they transmit that information to the
HEMS team. The flying time allows you to
prepare for what you are likely to see.

My military background means I have already
seen the worst it can be, so am well prepared
for civilian emergencies. In both cases, you
must cut to the chase, blank out the periphery
and get on with it.

I am more sensitive to that sort of thing and
recognise that there is always a risk with any
job you attend.

Major trauma is a routine occurrence, we only
attend to people that are critically unwell. This
is not the case for a land ambulance team who
may only encounter major trauma every so
often. We are mindful with any incident that a
land crew may not have seen anything this bad.

How is The Air Ambulance/HEMS Service
Funded and what are the costs?

All English AAs are charitably funded, receiving
no subsidy from the NHS or Government,
whereas Welsh and Scottish AAs do get some
money from the National NHS via devolved
administrations.

Every time the AA is deployed, it costs at least

£1500, dependent on what you include in your
costings. The aircraft will use 250kg of fuel per
hour and costs £6-7m to buy.

There are strict CAA engineering rules
meaning that the aircraft must be serviced
every 30 days/50 hours, whichever is sooner; or
at each month-end by default. That is referred
to as a ‘50:30 service’ taking about 2 hours.

Larger services are carried out at 100, 400 hrs
etc. and the cost increases relative to that. EG.
an 800hr service takes a number of weeks and
is almost a full dismantling and rebuild.

There are of course staffing costs. Some
charities employ their own medics, others get
them from the local ambulance service.

The Air Ambulance is one of The PGM’s
chosen charities, you are often asked to talk
about the service, why do you do this?

It’s an opportunity to provide a little education
about air ambulances, reinforcing the idea that
not all work for and with charities is free,
voluntary, or involved with fundraising. For me
it is both an occupation and a vocation, my
values as a Freemason and the service I
provide in my ‘day-job’ are aligned, in both I
am helping others in their hour of need.
Without the support of charities like The MCF
and Festival 2022, The Air Ambulance would
simply be unable to operate.

WBro Ed Kimpton
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It’s beginning to feel
A lot like Christmas

Arms outspread in welcome, the spot-lit statue of Christ the Redeemer* high in the east end of
Pershore Abbey, seemed to welcome Worcestershire Province Brethren and their families as they
gathered on the appropriately-squared pavement of the chancel far below.

The occasion was the annual Provincial carol service on 5th December. The warmth of the occasion
was palpable: snatches of enthusiastic greetings: “Haven’t seen you for so long.” “I hear your Lodge
has several new initiates!” “Do you think a hug is allowed?” “Congratulations, by the way, on your
appointment…” “Gosh, it’s been such a long time since the last Carol Service!” And indeed, it has
been a long time – the last occasion was 2019 and we all know why there wasn’t one last year.

Priest-in-Charge Rev. Claire Lording welcomed the congregation that filled the historic Minster –
asking everyone to sing with extra gusto as the wearing of masks was required. This was picked up
by WBro Provincial Grand Chaplain Justin Parker who, in his address, amusingly and movingly took
us on a Tardis trip in time through his childhood and even to the beginning of time: to before the
Creation when ‘Love watched and waited’; through the birth of Christ: the time when ‘Love came to

Provincial Carol Service
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Earth’; and back to the present day. ‘Good King Wenceslas’ was the carol he introduced and
added: “I’ll know how lustily you are singing by the steam on your glasses!”

Indeed it was odd, if sensible, to see masks billowing like bellows and glasses fogging as the
singing of the Carols almost raised the ancient and unique ploughshare vaulting of the roof. The
readings – so familiar and never losing their relevance – were read by Provincial rulers but not our
Provincial Grand Master, who is recovering from a hip replacement operation. Doubtless, he was
with us in spirit.

“It really feels like Christmas!” was a comment heard several times over Bucks Fizz and mince pies
following the service. And it does: this occasion is an important start to the Christmas season for so
many of us and a reminder of its true meaning, away from the bustling commercialism of the high
street. Doubtless the sense of goodwill from this wonderful occasion will carry us through to the
dawning of a new year.

With sincere thanks to Rev. Claire Lording, the Abbey staff and the Choir who both led the
congregation and wonderfully sang John Rutter’s ‘The Nativity Carol’.

* Seemingly made of alabaster, the statue is in fact crafted from paper. It’s a miniature of the one on Corcovado Mountain
overlooking Rio-de-Janeiro.
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Profile of Chris Philips, Provincial Webmaster

Masonic Province of Worcestershire

“It’s now possible to have the world of
Freemasonry in your pocket”.

So says Chris Philips, Worcestershire’s
Provincial Webmaster, who believes
passionately that modern technology offers an
unprecedented opportunity to communicate to
a younger audience, as well as supporting and
informing existing members.

“The purpose of the new website is to be more
‘outward looking’ and to communicate much
more widely what it is about Freemasonry that
so many of us enjoy” said Chris.

There’s no doubt in Chris’s mind that the work
being carried out by the United Grand Lodge of
England in using social media to communicate
our core values of Integrity, Friendship, Respect
and Charity is raising interest about
Freemasonry to unprecedented levels. This is
reflected in the huge increase in enquiries
about membership that are being received via
the internet at both national and local level.

“It’s interesting to see from the behind-the-
scenes figures how many people are viewing
our website -
www.worcestershirefreemasons.com - from

mobile devices. I like to think we’re providing
people with the world of Freemasonry in their
pockets!”

34 year old Chris was initiated into Vernon
Lodge some 13 years ago, but family and work
life meant he needed to move to Birmingham
and find a lodge much nearer home. Not only
is he now an active member of Lickey Hills
Lodge, he’s also Chair of the Northfield
Masonic Hall Committee.

Asked what he wanted the provincial website
to achieve, he answered “I’d like it to be seen
by the Freemasons of Worcestershire as their
website; as somewhere they can showcase
their own lodge’s activities as well as a place to
feel connected to the thousands of other
Freemasons in Worcestershire.”

You can send any articles of interest to the
Provincial Communications Team at
pco@worcestershirepgl.org.uk

Article by WBro David Emery

https://www.worcestershirefreemasons.com
mailto:pco@worcestershirepgl.org.uk
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By now, you should have found a
letter on your mat clearly showing the
MCF’s fantastic work and what your
festival committee are organising for
us over the remaining 18 months.
There are exciting times ahead so let’s
have some fun. Perhaps you can join
the zip wire weekend, walk on hot
coals, or simply enjoy 5 courses of fine
dining with the PGM if you win. Buy a
ticket or two and you could even be
enjoying a year’s supply of wine at
about 5 pence a bottle. You need to
be in it to win it so please do what you
can to sell the tickets to friends and
family.

Despite nineteen months of Festival
downtime and 76% of the festival
programme having elapsed, our
current total stands at 72% of target.
Will we still reach target? Of course,
no one really knows but I still hope
and believe we can. Whilst nothing is
certain, we do know that without your
help it will be not be possible.

You may have asked yourself why we
fundraise for the MCF? Well, If you are
in any doubt, visit the MCF website at
www.mcf.org.uk/media and read the
better lives magazine. There is no
better advert for why we are doing
what we are doing. The MCF website
also has many examples like Paul’s
story.

Merry Christmas, a Happy New Year
and stay safe.

Patrick Firminger, Chairman,
Worcestershire 2022 Festival Appeal

Just weeks before the start of Covid-19, Paul’s
daughter, Amie, was diagnosed with acute myeloid
leukaemia (AML). Battling cancer as a single mum to
Giorgio and Leo, meant that Amie and her sons had
to move in with Paul and his wife for essential
support. The struggles their family faced were not
only emotional, but also financial. Paul, a Freemason,
decided to seek financial support from the MCF.

“At a very early stage I reached out to my
Almoner for financial support as Amie had no
income and we needed to provide for her and the
children. He said to leave it with him, and not
long after, he came over to meet Amie and the
kids and seemed really keen to help us.

The grant we were given helped us cover the cost
of a laptop and printer for Giorgio who had to
learn from home during the pandemic. We also
received support to help cover the costs of
transport which increased massively once the kids
went back to school, as we had to drive a further
distance from where I live.

I don’t think anyone can comprehend what we’ve
had to go through as a family over the past 18
months – we felt the pressure on us individually
and as a family, but we have been helped
immeasurably by the MCF”.

Amie is now in full remission from AML and has
recently moved out with her two sons, and whilst life
isn’t easy, the ongoing support from the MCF means
that she has that financial burden taken away.
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As we come to the end of 2021 we are able to
look back with pride that the Province has
once again supported our local organisations
and Charities in their work within
Worcestershire.

Most recently, together with the M.C.F. our
support has included: £5K to local Foodbanks,
Age UK’s “Silver Sunday”, Operation Santa,
providing toys at Christmas for needy
children and the financial support to these
Hospices in the Province: Acorns Children's
Hospice (Worcester), Kemp Hospice, Primrose
Hospice, St Richard's Hospice and The Mary
Stevens Hospice.

Worcestershire Freemasons are again taking
part in the Christmas Tree Festival held in
Worcester Cathedral where members of the
public can see the depth of support given by
Freemasons in Worcestershire, last year over
13,000 members of the public attended, this

year the number is expected to be much
greater.

A new leaflet is now available showing
examples of our Charity work and
information on Freemasonry and our
acclaimed Library and Museum. This leaflet is
available as hard copies and as a download to
promote Worcestershire Freemasonry.

We still have some funds available to donate
to Charity however time is running out, if you
know of any Charity we can help please
contact me before the end of the year.

Finally, Stephen Wyer, Derek Phillips, Bill
Tucker and I wish you and your families a
Joyous Christmas and a Happy & Healthy New
Year. We look forward to supporting you and
the community again in 2022

WBro David Dey
Provincial Grand Charity Steward
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Hundreds of older people diagnosed with blood cancer and their families will be able to access
vital emotional, practical and psychological support, thanks to a grant of £10,000 from
Worcestershire Freemasons to the Leukaemia Care charity.

The Worcester-based charity is using the grant for vital Welfare and Advocacy project for blood
cancer patients and their families. The advocacy and welfare team at Leukaemia Care provide the
essential help people need after receiving a life changing diagnosis of a blood cancer, and far
beyond this initial diagnosis.

Around 34,000 people year are diagnosed with a blood cancer. This is one every 20 minutes.
Leukaemia Care aim to be there for all of them, and their families.

Covid-19 has brought unprecedented levels of anxiety, concern and mental health issues to
blood cancer patients and their families. During the pandemic, the charity saw a five-fold
increase in requests for support from their advocacy team.

The Welfare Officer at Leukaemia Care has been in particular demand, handling the numerous
requests for information on subjects such as benefits advice, insurance, housing issues, blue
badge applications and helping patients in sourcing individual funding to suit their needs.

Photo shows Margaret Miller together with Community Fundraising Officer, Mia Rawlinson, and
Worcestershire Freemasons, Bill Tucker and David Dey.

Older people with blood cancer will get help and support
thanks to Worcestershire Freemasons

Leukaemia Research Donation
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A reminder to all Provincial Reps that you remain appointed to your lodge(s) until the
next meeting of Provincial Grand Lodge in May 2022. I will be in touch in the Spring
regarding the new list of reps for the succeeding two-year cycle. If you do not wish to be
considered then please let me know, a simple email to the office will suffice.

Provincial Representatives 2021/22

VWBro Stephen Wyer DPGM

They work to educate people on the best ways of avoiding stark reductions in income
because of a cancer diagnosis. They provide specific advice regarding Covid-19 and blood
cancer, including employment advice, vulnerability, updates to latest guidance and coping
mechanisms for example.

Leukaemia Care also provides vital companionship and befriending schemes for older
blood cancer patients and their families, particularly important during the pandemic for
feeling less lonely and isolated. They aim to reduce feelings of loneliness or social isolation
for blood cancer patients in later life and aim to ensure older patients are better informed
about their options and rights, leading to greater confidence in choices.

The grant from Worcestershire Freemasons comes through the Masonic Charitable
Foundation, which is funded by Freemasons, their families and friends, from across England
and Wales. Claire Merritt, Community Fundraising Officer at Leukaemia Care, said:

“We’re very grateful to Worcestershire Freemasons for their generous grant. The funds will
go a long way towards supporting blood cancer patients and their families in Worcester and
beyond. The funding will allow our vital welfare and advocacy project to continue to directly
support well over 264 patients per year when they need it most.”

Robert Vaughan, Head of Freemasonry in Worcestershire, said:

“I’m very pleased we’ve been able to support Leukaemia Care with this hugely important
project. Being diagnosed with blood cancer is very difficult for anyone, but having access to
emotional support and practical advice from people who really understand the condition
can make an enormous difference to helping people cope.”



I had the pleasure of presenting WBro. Alan L Skipper PProvSGW with his 50th Year
Certificate at the Lodge of Fellowship No. 6707 last night (17th November 2021).

We were both Initiated in this Lodge and I have known Alan for 63 years since I was 11!
We met in the Boys' Brigade and he was my Proposer into Freemasonry. Alan came up
from Illminster, where he has recently moved to, for the celebration.

He and our PGM were Initiated on the same evening in 1971. The Pro Grand Master and
our PGM came into our Festive Board at Kings Heath to congratulate Alan.

Lodge of Fellowship No.6707
Alan Skipper 50thCertificate

Michael D Cox
PSGD
PastAsstPGM
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In March 2017, WBro Pete Cullen was placed in the Senior Warden’s chair of the Sabrina
Lodge No 6595, and was pondering what charity he would choose when installed as
Worshipful Master. At that stage he didn’t really know, but a couple of weeks later that
was all to change.

His youngest son, Guy, 28 at the time, was rushed from his flat in Battersea by blue
lighted ambulance into Chelsea Hospital critically ill with sepsis. After he and his wife
Ann rushed down to London that evening, he had been moved to Charing Cross
Hospital, who were better equipped for his treatment. They found him lying in a bed
connected to all manner of equipment and breathing pure adrenalin. With a
temperature of 104 and a breathing rate of over 50 per minute, things did not look good
and they were asked to prepare themselves for the worst.

Fortunately however, they had admitted him into hospital within what is called the
"magic window" a short period of 2-4 hours, and after treating him with various
medicines, they saved not just his life but the loss of limbs at the very least. Fortunately
he made a full recovery and is now leading a happy, healthy life.

So as Worshipful Master of The Sabrina Lodge, No. 6595 that is why Pete chose The UK
Sepsis Trust as his chosen charity. In the Chair for two years, the brethren regularly
donated towards the charity, as did the previous WMWBro Ian Trennan.

It was therefore with great pleasure that the lodge were able to emblematically hand
over a cheque for £2,000 to one of Sepsis’ survivors and charity representative, John
McCarthy at a recent lodge meeting.

The Sabrina LodgeNo.6595
Sepsis Cheque Presentation

WBro A J Philpott

Around
theL

odges
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Pictured L-R Andy Philpott (treas), John McCarthy (Sepsis UK), Pete Cullen (IPM) and Ian Trennan (PM)
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The Lodge of St Michael No. 1097, Tenbury Wells, had an excellent Carol Service on
Friday 10th December, held at St Michael and All Angels’ Church. Our thanks go to WBro
Rev. Kevin Bryant who organised the event, which was made even more pleasurable
with the provision of wine, port and mince pies enjoyed afterwards. Interestingly, the
Church of St Michael and All Angels played an important part in the revival of church
music in this country - and for many years formed part of a choir school founded by Sir
Frederick Arthur Gore Ouseley, a 2nd Baronet, an English composer, organist,
musicologist and priest who also happened to be a founding member of the lodge –
hence our lodge name. The very large knitted Christmas tree made by the local ladies
craft group, has already been featured on midlands television as well as in local papers
and is being displayed to raise funds for local dementia charities.

The Lodge of StMichael No.1097
Christmas Carol Service

Article by George Munro

Around
theL

odges
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Worcestershire
Masonic Library
and Museum
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Thanks to the kind generosity of WBro Harold Hampton PSGD, the Worcestershire
Library and Museum has benefitted from the donation of his extensive collection of
Masonic Glassware, ceramics and over 1,200 books – collected over 40 years.

An object of particular interest is one of a pair of cut glass decanters, one of which
(the Terrestrial) was already in our possession and it has now been joined by its twin
– The Celestial. The pair can be seen being admired by our Curator, WBro Bob James
in the photograph.

WBro Harold has recently moved into sheltered accommodation and was keen to
ensure that his collection found a safe home, and we are delighted that it was his
express wish that Worcestershire Library and Museum Trust was his chosen
recipient. The photograph shows Harold surrounded by some of his prized
possessions.

We are extremely grateful for his generosity and faith, and must now work hard to
catalogue and display this extensive collection appropriately.

WBro Alan Dally

CELESTIAL AND TERRESTRIAL REUNITED
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Worcestershire
Masonic Library
and Museum

VOLUNTEERINGOPPORTUNITIES

Collections Assistants

▷ Assisting with general exhibit care including cleaning, monitoring condition of
exhibits, labelling etc.

▷ Dismantling old displays and setting up new displays including layout and
labelling

▷ Producing QR Codes for exhibits which may be used by visitors for accessing
further information.

▷ Assist with ongoing preventative conservation - including monitoring of pests and
recording environmental reading

Deputy Curator

We are looking to appoint one or two Deputy Curators. Primary role will be

▷ To assist the curator in the everyday running of the museum.
▷ To stand in for the curator from time to time
▷ To help maintain links with other museums in the city and county.
▷ To manage and oversee maintenance of display and care of collections
▷ To help prepare for reaccreditation
▷ There will be other aspects of this role which can be discussed/negotiated at a

later stage.

We have a number of opportunities for volunteers to join us at this important Masonic
Museum, widely acknowledged to be the largest and most comprehensive outside of
London. We have a friendly hard-working team at the museum but are seeking to expand
this team to further improve the services we provide.

We are not looking for just Freemasons or males as we are looking to broaden the profile
of our team in terms of age, sex etc, so no prior knowledge of Freemasonry and/or
membership of Freemasonry is required for any of these roles. Therefore, please feel free
to pass these opportunities to family and friends who might be interested. Any training
required will be onsite.

Currently the Museum is open on Tuesday and Thursday mornings and at other times by
arrangement. We are looking to adopt a flexible approach to our volunteers.

If you are interested in finding out more and applying for these two very important Roles
then please email the Curator Bob James at jewelintheprovince@btinternet.com Please
put the role title you are interested in as the Subject.

mailto:jewelintheprovince@btinternet.com
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BroJohnFennell

The Cubit Club’s much anticipated first quarterly curry night was held in November at Rily’s
Indian Restaurant in Evesham. Situated just across from the river, it was an ideal location for
our meeting. It was attended by members from all over the Province, ranging from
prospective initiates through to Master Masons and it was also excellent to see members of
the committee there too.

The idea of the curry night is for us to meet, enjoy a beer and a curry, to get to know each
other and further cement bonds in the club and I must say, it certainly achieved those goals.

Now the clue to the Cubit Club Quarterly Curry Night is in its name. It will be held four times
a year at different locations across the Province. This is done deliberately to allow members
to attend the one nearest to them. However, you are welcome to come to all four, which I
am sure many members will.

The next curry night will be held in Bromsgrove on Friday 28th January 2022. So keep an eye
on the Cubit Club page in the Worcestershire Source and also the emails and tweets from
the club for the venue.

Since the curry night I am pleased to announce that Steve Worton (who attended the curry
night) became Bro Steve Worton of Abbott Lichfield 3308 in November. Congratulations and
a very warm welcome to Steve to the Cubit Club.

The Inaugural Event
CURRY NIGHT
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BroJohnFennell

Hall
Ambassadors

Will is waiting to become Inner Guard for Abbott Lichfield Lodge in January. Will was initiated
into a lodge in South Africa and has done his second and third degree in Evesham.

Evesham—WilliamDuthie of Abbott Lichfield ,No.3308

Steven is currently the Inner Guard for Lechmere Volunteer Lodge and was initiated in April
2017. Steven’s interests outside of Freemasonary are travelling the world including several
cruises in the Caribbean and trips to Asia.

Sean is currently the Inner Guard for Royal Standard Lodge and takes an extremely active role
within the lodge. Sean joined the Cubit Club in November 2019. From a very young age,
Sean has been an avid Scooter enthusiast and has been on many rallies across the UK and
Europe and since joining Freemasonary, he has joined the Square and Compass Scooter
Club.

Stourbridge—Sean Heffernam of Royal Standard Lodge,No.498

The Cubit Club committee has been working hard behind the scenes to develop the concept
of Cubit Club Hall Ambassador. The thinking behind the Hall Ambassador is to have a direct
line of communication with each hall within the province.

The benefits to this are many, including having a dedicated Cubit Club member
(Ambassador) in the hall for any new initiates or existing light blues to ask questions and
enquire about joining the Cubit Club.

The Ambassador will be able to build up close links with the hall lodge secretaries which will
allow him to pass on any relevant information from the Club and to receive any information
from the lodge secretary in relation to new initiates, upcoming events and any help required.

This brings me to some very exciting news: three new Ambassadors who are located at
Stourbridge, Kings Heath and Evesham halls. It gives me great pleasure to introduce to you:

You will find that there are new posters that have gone up in these halls introducing the Hall
Ambassador along with their contact information. If you feel that you could be an ideal
candidate for your masonic hall, please feel free to contact me with some brief information
on yourself and I will look forward to contacting you.

Kings Heath—Steven Powell of Lechmere Volunteer Lodge ,No. 1874
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BroJohnFennell

This years' New and Young Masons Clubs
(NYMC) conference was held in Hertfordshire,
at Ashwell House, which is a very prestigious
venue and home to over 100 Lodges and
Orders. The conference was hosted by the
Fleet House Light Blues - Hertfordshire’s
equivalent to our own Cubit Club. They were
formed in 2015 to help new masons in
Hertfordshire.

I had the privilege of attending with our
Chairman WBro Brody Swain. Unfortunately
club mentor, WBro Emerson Holder was
unable to attend due to ill health.

There were six guest speakers on the day,
including Shaun Butler, UGLE
Communications Manager. They covered
everything from Solomon, to engaging your
membership - including branding your club.
One of the day’s highlights was the keynote
speech by no other than the Pro Grand
Master Peter Lowndes.

We took from the day some excellent ideas,
however it was great to be able to confirm
that the Cubit Club were already adopting
most of them and in fact we were able to
input ideas and practices from our own club,

to help other young masons clubs move
forward.

How can you top that day I hear you ask?
With a festive board, like no other I have
attended. The room was full of delegates
from across the provinces, and we made
many contacts and discussed further visits
(SO WATCH THIS SPACE). Excellent food and
company - and the Hertfordshire quick fire
took some getting used to.
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SANTA RIDES AGAIN!
Widows Sons bring Festive Cheer

Several members of the Worcestershire Widows Sons Masonic Bikers joined in the Midlands
“Santa’s on a bike” run on a chilling morning in December, bringing toys and raising funds for
the Acorns Trust Children’s Hospice in Worcester, along with delivering a Santa sack load of
Teddies for Loving Care (TLC).

Riding from Gupshill Manor in Tewkesbury, through Evesham and Pershore to the hospice in
Worcester, over 50 bikers, all dressed in red and braving the weather brought a smile to the
locals and residents of the hospice! Whilst the weather may have been a bit damp, the
enthusiasm certainly wasn't!

The event was also featured in the local news: https://www.worcesternews.co.uk/news/
19778503.heartwarming-moment-bikers-dressed-santa-arrive-acorns-hospice/

And https://www.worcesternews.co.uk/news/19758873.motorcycling-santas-take-toys-st-
richards-hospice/

Local News Coverage

https://www.worcesternews.co.uk/news/19778503.heartwarming-moment-bikers-dressed-santa-arrive-acorns-hospice/
https://www.worcesternews.co.uk/news/19778503.heartwarming-moment-bikers-dressed-santa-arrive-acorns-hospice/
https://www.worcesternews.co.uk/news/19758873.motorcycling-santas-take-toys-st-richards-hospice/
https://www.worcesternews.co.uk/news/19758873.motorcycling-santas-take-toys-st-richards-hospice/


The two news items below will feature in full articles in the next edition of the
Source.

George Barrow has recently retired as the Chairman of Ellard Hanson Court and
his successor is Jim Mulligan. We thank George for his great contribution over the
recent years, and wish Jim every success in the future.

Also retiring from the post of Provincial Grand Almoner is Charles Gwynn, with
Bill Tucker being appointed as his replacement. Again we thank Charles for his
hard work as Almoner, and congratulate Bill on his very worthy appointment.
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A date for your diary! - Worcestershire will
be signing the Armed Forces Covenant,
which you may have read about in the latest
edition of Freemasonry Today and other
press announcements, on 29th January at
11am at Rainbow Hill.

Planning is well underway for the event -
There will be a MOD representative together
with the Lord Lieutenant present, and
representatives from our military Lodges -
but watch out for further information and
hold the date!

As you start to prepare for the forthcoming Festive Season, I'm
delighted to bring you breaking news that Philip Serrell will be our
guest at the next meeting of Installed Masters on Saturday 15th
January.

Philip, as I am sure you know, is a renowned auctioneer, antiques
expert, television presenter and has recently been appointed the
Chairman of our Library and Museum. WBro Philip, a Past Master of
Worcester Lodge No. 280, will be giving a talk entitled 'The Best Kept
Secret in Freemasonry'. This will be an informative and fun event to
brighten us up in the gloom of the post-Christmas period!

Please put this (11.00 am meeting) in your diaries - and is open to all
Masons including Entered Apprentices and Fellowcrafts. Summons
and further details to follow soon.

Steve Middleditch Prov SGW
Sec Worcestershire Installed Masters Lodge No 6889



All profit from the lottery goes to the West Midlands Air Ambulance, Acorns Childrens
Hospice, and to the 2022 Charity supporting many different worthy causes across

Worcestershire. Download an application form here.

Last month’s winners

I D Belsham of Page Lodge, No. 3378

R Bruton - Supporter

M J Dykes of Elmley Castle Lodge, No. 6247

R Leese of St Lawrence Lodge, No. 2724

B N Mather of Lodge of St George, No. 5691

Peter Simner of Vernon Lodge, No. 560

J L Vickers of Teme Lodge, No. 8491
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Bromsgrove Chapter Notice
Bromsgrove Chapter No.5415 meeting at the Kiddermister Masonic Centre has changed the start
time for their regular Convocations to start at 7.00pm.

The earlier 6.00pm start time has proved inconvenient for several members, more so over recent
years.

The change of start time has found favour with working Companions by easing the pressure and is
expected to attract new memberships for the Chapter, in addition a less formal buffet dinner is to
be trialled.

All enquiries: E Comp Jonathan Swift.Scribe E

Tel: 01562777268 email: jonathanswift10@btinternet.com

https://uploads.strikinglycdn.com/files/a33c9772-57f5-49c8-8d4a-af9fd717a949/Leaflet%202019.pdf
mailto:jonathanswift10@btinternet.com
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Pictured L to R:
Top: Adam Lewis, Paul Webber, Mark Keepax, Chris Johns
Middle: Andy Philpott, Brody Swain, John Fennel
Bottom: Ed Kimpton, Ian Crowder, David Emery, Chris Phillips, Mark
Lodge, Mike Dykes

On behalf of the
whole of the
Provincial
Communications
Team may we
wish all our
readers a very
merry Christmas,
and a safe, and
happy new year!



Iain Sharratt

The opinions herein are those of the authors or persons interviewed only and do not reflect the views of
the United Grand Lodge of England, or the Province of Worcestershire
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